
Patent & Trade Mark Attorneys

Intellectual Property 
Complexity Made Clear



Why do you need 
clear direction?

Your intellectual property is one of your most valuable 
assets. Whether it’s an idea, business method, image 
or invention, you need to protect it securely and be sure 
that, should the need arise, you are in a strong position 
to defend it.

Safeguarding your intellectual property is complex 
and it’s important to be aware of potential loopholes. 
Knowing what is and isn’t covered will allow you to 
adapt your product development accordingly. To do 
this, you need to know exactly how you are being 
protected. You need advisors who are prepared to 
recommend the best course of action. You need your 
rights to be explained in clear and simple language, 
not legal jargon. Above all, you need someone who 
understands the value, to your business, of protecting 
your intellectual property.

At Forresters, we believe in giving our clients clear 
direction. We cut through the complexity of intellectual 
property to help our clients keep their businesses  
on track.
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Focusing on  
what’s important.
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There is a great deal more to 
a successful product or service 
than an inspirational idea. 
Before you sell any new idea, 
you will almost certainly invest 
a lot of time, money and effort 
in developing it. When your 
product or service reaches the 
market, the last thing you want 
is competitors trying to emulate 
it and cash in on your success.

Protecting the intellectual property 
(IP) vested in your idea will help you 
safeguard your product from rivals and 
give you time to establish your place 
in the market. Intellectual property 
protection can provide you with exclusive 
rights. You can then take action against 
anyone who infringes those rights.

The main tools of intellectual property 
protection are patents, registered 

designs and trade marks. Patents  
deal mainly with how something works, 
designs with what it looks like, and trade 
marks with what you call it and how you 
market it. You might also use copyright 
to protect artwork, source code for 
computer programs or anything you  
write about the product or service.

Some products and services need  
to be protected by a combination of 
all of these tools. What matters is that 
you have the right protection for your 
investment and that you understand  
how you are being safeguarded.

The very nature of intellectual property 
means that it is often overlooked. It is 
difficult to value and the process for 
protecting it can be lengthy and complex. 
And yet for most businesses intellectual 
property remains one of their most 
valuable assets.

Why intellectual property 
is so important
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Giving expert advice  
in plain language.
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At Forresters, we believe in 
looking at your entire portfolio 
from an intellectual property 
perspective. We’re well qualified 
to consider the overall needs of 
your product or service – some 
of our attorneys specialise in 
either patents or trade marks, 
while many have expertise  
in both fields.

Filing for any sort of protection for the 
first time can be daunting. We can help 
you navigate the complex system of 
legal formalities you enter into. We will 
advise you on the level of cover you 
need and what you can realistically 
expect to secure, bearing in mind what 
your competitors are doing or what has 
previously been disclosed.

Looking closely at the technologies 
involved in your product or service,  
we’ll advise you how best to position 

them in front of the appropriate authority. 
We will also make sure that the many 
legal requirements of any application  
are fully met.

Applying for protection can be a long  
and drawn-out process. We will keep 
a close eye on the progress of your 
application, making sure that deadlines 
are met and that requests for further 
information are dealt with promptly.

Sometimes, simply having protection 
in place is not enough. Should you 
have to defend your rights before any 
one of a number of specialised courts, 
either in the UK or in other countries, 
we can help. Wherever we can, we will 
represent you directly. Alternatively,  
we can draw on a network of other firms 
of attorneys and solicitors that we work 
with. However you choose to protect 
your intellectual property, we have 
the resources, the expertise and the 
experience to help you.

Expert advice in  
plain language
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Providing transparency  
and simplicity.
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Our team of IP specialists have 
the experience and commercial 
skills to help you, whatever your 
business. Detailed technical 
expertise lies at the very heart  
of our service. Coming from a 
variety of backgrounds, our 
attorneys cover every area of 
technology, from biotechnology, 
microbiology and pharmaceutical 
developments through to 
mechanics, electronics and IT. 
They also have a thorough 
understanding of the many 
business sectors and markets  
in which our clients operate.

No matter how large or small your 
portfolio, we will assign the most 
appropriate attorney to your case. 
Usually, one of our partners will take the 
lead on your work. However, with a team 
of more junior attorneys and assistants 
with different levels of expertise, we 
can make sure you receive the right 

advice at a cost that suits you. We like 
to take a collaborative approach. We 
won’t come to you with preconceived 
ideas of what will work. Rather, we will 
act as an integral part of your team, 
drawing on your knowledge to improve 
our understanding of what you want 
to achieve. We’ll ask questions, listen 
carefully to your answers and work 
closely with you to plan the best course 
of action.

IP matters can often be complex.  
We believe in giving clear and simple 
advice so you know exactly where you 
stand. What’s more, unlike some of 
our competitors, we are not afraid to 
recommend a particular course of action 
if we think it’s right for you.

This clarity extends to the way we 
approach fees. We are happy to explain 
the costs involved at the outset of any 
project and are able to provide estimates 
if requested. Should the scope of the 
work change, we will do our utmost to  
let you know how those changes impact 
on the overall cost.

Could we make  
it any clearer?

8



9

Helping your business  
move forward.
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The business of protecting 
intellectual property rights 
has become increasingly 
international in recent years.  
As well as securing rights in  
our home territories, our 
network of international links 
means we can help you protect 
your rights in almost any  
other country in the world.

All our patent attorneys qualify  
as European patent attorneys, and 
we have extensive experience in 
representing our clients at the European 
Patent Office (EPO). We have a fully 
staffed office in Munich, and all our 
attorneys with an EPO practice spend 
time in Munich, allowing them quick and 
cost-effective access to the EPO and 
its examiners. Such regular visits also 
allow our attorneys to develop a detailed 
understanding of EPO law and practice. 

We have close ties with other members 
of the European patent profession, 
through our presence in Europe  
and our participation in European 
professional bodies.

Elsewhere in the world, we have 
developed excellent links with  
a number of firms of patent attorneys  
and lawyers who regularly work with  
our clients. In a similar vein, we 
work with a number of international 
organisations looking to register 
patents, designs and trade marks in the 
UK.

Protection 
further afield
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Clearing your path.



Rutland House 
148 Edmund Street 
Birmingham B3 2JA 
United Kingdom

E: birmingham@forresters-ip.com
T: +44 (0) 121 236 0484 
F: +44 (0) 121 233 1064

–

Port of Liverpool Building 
Pier Head 
Liverpool L3 1AF 
United Kingdom

E: liverpool@forresters-ip.com
T: +44 (0) 151 255 2180 
F: +44 (0) 151 227 2748

–

The Gherkin (11th Floor)
30 St Mary Axe
London EC3A 8BF
United Kingdom

E: london@forresters-ip.com
T: +44 (0) 20 7283 8989 
F: +44 (0) 20 7337 7100

Skygarden 
Erika-Mann-Str. 11 
80636 Munich 
Germany

E: munich@forresters-ip.com
T: +49 (0) 89 2441 299 0 
F: +49 (0) 89 2441 299 10

Patent & Trade Mark Attorneys
www.forresters-ip.com

Contact us
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